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“Conversion means
Overturning
and discarding
self-power.”

(Notes on ‘Essentials of Faith Alone’ )
by Shinran Shonin(1173-1263)
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our sincere gratitude to the following for their generous donations: :

* Mr Graham Ranft — Membership pledge (One year)

* Mr Yoshikazu Shiobara (Japan) —
* Ms Yoshiko Gault — Special contribution

* Ms Ayako Mitsui-Browne — Donation

* Ms Akiko Minami (QLD) - Donation

* Ms Shizuko Takeda Fehlner — Donation

* Buddhist Council of NSW — Chaplain fund

* Japan Club of Sydney — Printing Honorarium
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Expression of Dana/Gratitude

CO—~ BET, TEeDOBRKID#ET 3,485.00 FILDOCEHE SEMUVVZIEEFH UL,
SI25 RV B E L TSEBXVEBUTRSE UL, COBHSARBEFRIEGN

In the past month, donations to the amount of $3,485.00 were offered to the Amida Buddha through the Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia.
HBMA members and attendants have also deposited $25.00 in the donation box. The HBMA acknowledges the donors and would like to express

* Ms Mihoko Nishiura — Husband (Mr Terry Nishiura)’ s funeral
* Mr Iseo Kamiya (Japan) — Oversea supporter membership (3 years)

* Ms Hiroko Okuyama — Membership pledge (One year)

* Mr Maximilian Nilsson—Ladner — Membership pledge (One year) New Member!
Oversea supporter membership (One Year)

Thank you very much in Gassho
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Fast Japan Earthquake and Fukushima Disaster Commemoration

Seventh year Memorial of the 2011 East Japan
Earthquake & Fukushima Disaster Commemoration
on Sunday 11 March 2018 @ Crows Nest Centre

*aédﬁgﬁ
RRIBAF

B .
JCS Rainbow Project

Rev Watanabe once again offered chanting commemorating all the

victims caused by the Earthquake in 2011. (11 March 2018)

S KO AMBISH

Seven years have already
i passed since the huge earth-
quake and tsunami struck
. the north-east of Japan on
11 March 2011.

This tragedy left more than
twenty thousand people
. dead or missing. We can
never forget the images we
saw on television that day of
the black, wall-like tsunami
rushing over the Sendai
Plain at tremendous speed.
The images of many fisher-
men bravely heading out to sea in order to safeguard
their vessels are also etched deeply into our minds.
The nuclear power plant accident, which followed the
earthquake and tsunami, has forced many people to
leave the places where they used to live because of ra-
dioactive contamination. Efforts are being made to im-
prove the situation, but our hearts ache to think of the
people who are even now unable to go back to their
own homes.

The Japanese community, Japan Club of Sydney,
where Rev Watanabe gives support as one of the board

East Japan luhquh dF

EW’? "IL—

Group photo w1th all the Tohoku Uni students and Japan Club of

Sydney Rainbow Project volunteers after the event. (11/03/18

",

for

members
more than a dec-

ade, once again
organised a spe-
cial commemora- E
tive ceremony as
part of the
“Rainbow Pro-
jeet”. It was held
on 11 March at
the Crows Nest
Centre where
over five hundred
people gathered.
The event was started off b !
with powerful Taiko/Drum
performance at 3:30pm,
which was followed by Ka-
rate  performance, Kisa
Dance, and few songs. Then,
Rev Watanabe delivered a HBMA oversea supporter also
message and Chanted a sutra. joined this event. (11/03/18)
Then he lead a minute’s si-

lence, called “Mokuto” at exactly 4:46pm (2:46pm Ja-
pan time), which is the precise moment that the 9.0
magnitude undersea earthquake hit.

This event was a great success and was supported by
many Sydneysiders and also visitors from Japan.

Welcome to HBMA !
New Member

Mr Maximilian (Max) Johan Nilsson-Ladner
Sydney, NSW

athered for this com-

eople
memorative event at the Crows Nest Centre.

Over 500

Professor Shiobara, longtime

We hope you will enjoy the life of Nembutsu,
and listening to the Dharma. Please try to
share our wonderful teaching of the Nembutsu
with everyone you talk to. In Gassho,

IS EEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEENENETR
INAAANAAAAAANANANAANN/
Welcome to HBMA ! 11 March 2018

Miss Karen Kiyohara (Japan) &
Mia & Mal Rajamantri (Pennant Hills)

Thank you for visit-
ing HBMA! Karen,
who was born into a
Temple family in Ja-
pan, was home-
staying at Mal and
Mia’s house while

AAA'AAATAAATA'A2A

(Front I-R) Rev, Mal, Karen

A Bty L) Shoaty, S0 Was  studying g
and Mia, (Back L-R) Sho, Max, :
Hiroko. Avako. Ami & Rin English. In Gassho,

ANAANAANANAAAAAAA
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Rev Mark’s ‘Listening to the Dharma”

the drama of Vaidehi were all
‘ereat sages’ acting out their
parts with the compassionate in-
tention to demonstrate the right
intention of Vaidehi’s selection of
the Western Land of Utmost
Bliss. And, the Sutra tells us,
when she had made her selection,
the ‘World-Honoured One smiled’.

Shinran Shonin further teaches
that ‘implicit’
‘refers to disclosing the Tatha-
gata’s universal Vow and reveal-
Iing the mind that is single, to
which [practicers of the three minds/ are led through
Amida’s benefitting of others... Through the condition
brought about by the right intention in Vaidehi’s se-
lection, Amida’s Primal Vow of great compassion was
clarified.’ (The Collected Works of Shinran, p212)
It is not the three minds that are essential. The three
minds are the fruit of self-power practice and vary de-
pending on the ability of the individual practitio-
ner. It is ‘the mind that is single, which arises from
Amida’s benefitting of others’ that is essential and the
mind that is single is the mind of great faith, of shin-
jin given by Amida Buddha. It is by saying the nem-
butsu that we leave self-power practice behind and
are embraced by the compassion of the Tathagata and
given His mind as great faith.
Again, from the Kyogyoshinsho
‘In its implicit meaning the sutra discloses the true
and real dharma that is difficult to accept. It reveals
the inconceivable ocean of the Vow, seeking to bring
beings to take refuge in the ocean of unhindered great
shinjin...
Solely though the greatness of Amida’s universal
vow, Foolish beings, when they become mindful of it,
are immediately brought to attain birth.’
(The Collected Works of Shinran, p 226)
In the Kyogyoshinsho, Shinran Shonin makes the dif-
ficult and implicit teachings of the Sutra easy, open
and accessible. In his Wasan he further summarises
the essence of the Sutra, and the compassionate heart
of the Sutra is presented in the hymn I quoted at the
start of this talk - that the great sages bring us - the
lowest of people - beings full of karmic evil - to enter
the Vow and none are excluded. The last hymn sum-
marises the implicit meaning of the Sutra.
Let us overturn the three minds of self-power,
whether meditative or non-meditative, Which vary
with each practitioner;Let us aspire to enter into shin-
JinThat arises from Amida’s benefiting of others.’

(The Collected Works of Shinran, p 346)

Rev Healsmith deliver-
ing Dharma message

during Hanamatsuri
service. (08/04/18)

So, let us all aspire to enter into shinjin, and just say
the nembutsu.

Namo Amida Butsu.
Rev Mark Healsmith

HBMA News

Hana-Matsuri at GWPS

Rev Watanabe teaching

the Buddhist Scripture
Class at Gordon West

Public School (GWPS)

%+ Rev Watanabe started i ™ s
"ﬁ?%/f to teach his Buddhist % o] T
5 seripture class  at '
Gordon West Public School. 11 April was the final day
of Term 1, so we celebrated Shakyamuni Buddha’s
birth!

. Rev Watanabe
brought the statue of
Baby Buddha and ex-
plained what hap-
pened some 2500
years ago, and we
watched movie of the
Buddha’s life.

In Gassho,

i pON WEST
PuBLIC SCHOOL

Successful Clean Up Australia Day!

at Lane Cove National Park
on 4 March 2018 @ Lane Cove National Park

, Again this year, on 5

™ March, HBMA members
- and friends participated in
the 28th Annual “Clean Up
Australia Day”, at Lane
' # Cove National Park, to-
gether with Japanese com-
munity groups, such as the
Japan Club of Sydney (JCS) - where Rev Watanabe
volunteers as a vice president - , and the Japanese So-
ciety of Sydney (JSS).

This event was a great success with about 120 people
taking part.

This year there were an estimated 587,962 or more
volunteers cleaning up at 7,253 locations right across
the country. An estimated 15,947 tonnes of rubbish
was removed from our local street, parks, beaches and
bushland over the week of Clean Up Australia Day ac-
tion 27 February to 4 March. f o> gy

i b




(From page 1)

but came away with a big
smile after bathing the baby
Buddha!

After Rev Mark delivered his
Dharma message entitled
“On the Contemplation Sutra” |j LNC.

(please read the following article),
and Rev Sadamitsu had

- . Tada &
shared his Japanese & English Reona, (centre Mr Norman

(top) Ms Yoshimi

message. To conclude, we sang Fung & Laszlo and (bottom) Ms
“Hanamatsuri Koshin kyoku”. Akiko Kato & Takemu, are
After the service, we all en-
joyed a variety of food prepared #
by those who had gathered.
Much appreciation from ."S'
HBMA goes to Mr/Mrs Victor |

& Gill Davidson, Ms Hiroko
Okuyama, Ms Ayako Mitsui-
Browne, Mr Max Nilsson-
Ladner, Mr & Mrs Michael
Chen
ALl Jennifer Hsu, ;
h @4 Mr Norman

bathing Baby Buddha.

%4 yoko Horide, Ms Akiko Kato, Ms Yo-
shimi Tada, then finally to my wife
Yukimi for the delicious food for
lunch!

e
M I believe that without all of these peo-
. ple’s support this year’s Hana Ma-
enjoyed ¢ ouri servi 1d not have b
delicious Otoki Pot- [SUTl service would not have been so
luck-lunch prepared successful. Thank you very much

by all attendants for your support! In Gassho,
08/04/18). Rev Shigenobu Watanabe

Everyone

The following Dharma talk was given by Rev Mark Healsmith during the Hana
Matsuri service on 2 April 2016.

DHARMA TALK for Hana Matsuri 8 April 2018
ON THE CONTEMPLATION SUTRA

I will to start my talk today, as I usually do, with some
words from our teacher, Shinran Shonin. This is from
the Jodo Wasan and is the seventh of the nine hymns
‘On the Contemplation Sutra’.

All of them great sages - By various means, brought the
most foolish and lowestOf evil people to enter the Vow-
That does not neglect people of grave offences and
transgressions. (The Collected Works of Shinran - p 346)

When I first read the Contemplation Sutra (full title -
The Sutra on Visualization of the Buddha of Infinite
Life), I didn’t really get the point of the story of Queen
Vaidehi. I think I was overwhelmed by Shakyamuni
Buddha’s exposition of the Pure Land contemplations
and probably at that time still harboured attachment
to self-power practice. I naively wondered if I could at-
tempt the visualization practices that the Sutra de-
tailed.

I had - of course - the point of the Sutra completely
backwards. Fortunately Shinran Shonin compassion-

2018 Hana-Matsuri message ‘

ately taught us how to read the Sutra correctly.

The Contemplation Sutra begins with the story of the
confinement of King Bimbisara by his son, Prince
Ajatasatru. When he learns that Queen Vaidehi,
Bimbisara’s consort and Ajatasatru’s mother has been
secretly providing food and drink to Bimbisara, Ajata-
satru - already intending parricide - threatens to kill
his mother. He is dissuaded from immediate action
by his councillors, but locks Vaidehi up. Some time
later ‘emaciated with grief and despair’ Vaidehi wor-
ships Shakyumuni Buddha from afar and the Buddha
appears before her with some of his attendants.
Vaidehi pleads with the Buddha to show her a world
free of the misery she is living through and the Bud-
dha miraculously displays to Vaidehi innumerable
Buddha-lands, ‘all pure and free of defilement and all
of them resplendent’. Vaidehi tells the Buddha that
she wishes to be born in the Land of Utmost Bliss of
Amitayus.

The Buddha then teaches Vaidehi the practice of visu-
alization of the infinite wonders of the Western Land
of Utmost Bliss and of the inexpressible glory of Ami-
tayus Himself and his attendant bodhisattvas, Avalo-
kiteshvara and Mahasthamaprapta.

The glorious exotic detail of this part of the Sutra in-
vites the imagination to its own attempt at visualiza-
tion. More formal practice is tempting, but is, in the
end, only for the rare adept, and not for the bonbu
tied to secular concerns and passions. It is not for
such as us.

The Sutra concludes with the passages setting out the
nine grades of those born in the Western Land. These
passages are daunting and complicated at first read-
ing. The reader can’t help but ask himself where he
might fit in but that is the wrong question to ask. We
are bonbu and surely should know our place. To un-
derstand what is really being taught, we need to read
this Sutra with the compassionate teaching of Shin-
ran Shonin to hand.

In the Kyogyoshinsho Shinran Shonin, in his own
words and in his selected quotations, elucidates the
explicit and most importantly the implicit and true
meanings of the Sutra. The explicit meaning refers to
‘presenting the meditative and non meditative good
acts and setting forth the three levels of practicers
and the three minds.’

The true import of the Sutra, however, is not the ex-
plicit teaching. Shinran Shonin goes on to begin to
explain.

The two forms of good and the three types of merito-
rious acts, however, are not the true cause of birth in
the fulfilled Iand... Further, the three minds that be-
ings awaken are all minds of self-benefit that are in-
dividually different and are not the mind that is sin-

gle, which arises from Amida’s benefitting of others.’
(The Collected Works of Shinran, p 212)

Shinran Shonin goes on to explain that the players in

(Continues on page 3)
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Successtul Hana Matsuri !/
on 8 April 2018

Front row (-R): Rin & Sho Watanabe, Mr Victor Davidson, Rev Mark

Healsmith, Rev Watanabe, Rev Daito Sadamatsu, Ms Ayako Mitsui-
Browne, Back row : Ms Yoshimi and Reona, Mr Max Ladner, Ms Miyoko
Horide, Raszlo and Mr Norman Fung, Ms Hiroko Okuyama, Ms Jenni-
fer Hsu, Mr Michael Chen, Ms Akiko Kato & Takemu. (08/04/18

HBMA members, supporters and friends
gathered on Sunday, 8 April to celebrate
Shakyamuni Buddha’s birthday, the Hana
Matsuri (Flower festival), also known as
Kanbutsu-e!
We shared this happiest occasion as Bud-
@ ‘%"J‘:}Ay dhists with twenty-three people! We were
fortunate to welcome Rev Daito Sadamitsu
from Hiroshima as the Japanese guest speaker and
Mark Healsmith as the English guest speaker from
Canberra, ACT. Rev Sadamitsu happened to be in Syd-
ney for that weekend as he came to see a Tibetan lady
and her little new born baby. His group has been sup-
porting this lady since she was in Japan. He kindly ac-
cepted my offer to become our Hanamatsuri speaker.
It was so nice to have Mr Michael Chen and Mrs Jenni-
fer Hsu from Maha Bodhi Centre. We also welcomed Ms
Yoshimi Tada and her son Reona, Ms Akiko Kato and
her son Takemu, and Mr Nor-
man Fung who again brought
his youngest boy Raszlo.
It always gives us peace of mind
to welcome our regular mem-
bers, Mr & Mrs Victor and Gill
4 Davidson, Ms Hiroko Okuyama,
Ms. Ayako Mitsui-Browne, Mr
Maximilian Nilsson-Ladner, Ms
Miyoko Horide, my wife, Yu-
kimi and children, Yushin, Ami,
Rin and Sho. Later we also wel-

\\\\l/

HBMA shrine were beauti-
fully decollated for the Hana

Matsuri service(08/04/18).
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comed Ms Shizuko Takeda
Felhner. Thank you for attend-
ing this very important service!
We are extremely happy to
have children present for this
joyous occasion. During the
Hana Matsuri service, we cele-
| brate the life of each one of us,
therefore each and every child
S| played an important part in
. this ceremony.

=

HBMA'’s front si
coming everyone!

wel-

After chanting the Three Ref-
- uges, Ti-Sarana, and a sutra

¥ (Juni-rai), each of us took turn
_offering incense and performed
Kanbutsu (bathing the baby
Buddha with sweet tea)! All of
2 the children and also all the
grown-ups were impatient to
{ ‘ ' perform this ritual. Each child

Ms Miyoko Horide, was very intent and serious

bathing Baby Buddha (Continues on page 2)
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wons Please attend

GOTAN-E &

2018 HBMA AGM

11 am ~ Sunday 20 May 2016

\N\ /-

Please be sure to come to the
Gotan-e service to celebrate
Shinran Shonin’s birthday. It
will start at 11am, and will be
followed by the Annual Gen-

Shinran Shonin
1173-1263

eral Meeting.

Those who plan to attend the service and
AGM, please bring one dish for lunch. We
hope we'll have a meaningful service and a
fruitful meeting. This is a very important
meeting for HBMA, so please make sure to
come along on this day.
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